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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION MONTH(S) FROM 

Status 

1)G3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 Mav 2001 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) D rtH^ 5 appl 5 ation is .in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance wrth the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C D 1 453 O G 21 3 
Disposition of Claims ' 

4) |E Claim(s) 17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 17 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 12 Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)I3 All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) "wionai t>iage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

i cm-i 3 ] 9 The translation of the fore, '9n language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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Art Unit: 2852 * Se 

1. Claims 2,4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 2, line 2, change "trail" to -trial--. See also claim 4. 

In claim 4, line 4, "said is" is not understood. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
pubhcatxon m tins or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the appkcant for a patent 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Endo 
et al. 

Endo et al. teach an image forming apparatus comprising an image input 
means 106 for scanning an original document to produce digital image data, a 
storage means 501, 510 for storing the digitized image data and image forming 
means 118 for reading the image data and forming an image onto a paper sheet. 
Various settings can be activated for producing a desired output such as density, 
duplex mode, magnification, number of sets to be produced, etc. A sample set of 
sheets can be formed by activating a sample set command key 209. When the 
sample set key is activated the image forming apparatus switches to a mode 
wherein a set of copies are made and output to a sorter. Thereafter the image 
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forming apparatus will enter a waiting mode which waits for an operator to either 
accept the output copies or change one of the settings (see col. 13, lines 1-20). A copy 
set numeral can be changed according to whether the sample copy set is accepted or 
not. If it is accepted, then the remaining desired sets will be the one minus the 
originally input desired sets. If it is not accepted, then the remaining sets will be 
the original input desired sets. See col.25, lines 45-63. 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ishikawa, Telle, Kizaki, and Hyo (JP) all teach of a trial copy mode. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert Beatty whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1372. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Arthur Grimley, can be reached on (703) 308-1373. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-308-3431. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1782. 
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